The Dangers of Online Data And Content Consumption For Children 


Without an iota of doubt, the internet offers both entertainment and learning opportunities for 
children; but it also comes with its share of challenges. Nowadays, the internet is full of inappropriate 
content that many children may have access to. This is why parents need to know some of the things 
their children are up to on the internet. You need to know which sites they are visiting and the kind of 
content they are consuming. 
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In this article, we are going to explore some of the online dangers your children might get exposed to 
and what you can do to prevent these dangers as a parent. Let’s delve into them. 


Online dangers for Children 
Here are some of the most common online dangers that kids may be exposed to when they are online: 
1. Cyberbullying 


Cyberbullying is one of the most common forms of online danger. Cyberbullying has really grown over 
recent years. Research shows that about 60% of children who use social media have been cyberbullied 
at some point. Cyberbullying involves sending children hateful messages, spreading lies about them 
online, or making mean comments about them. In some extreme cases, some children have taken their 
lives because they were unable to find a way to escape. That’s just how serious cyberbullying is. 


2. Pornography 


This is also another top online danger your child may get exposed to when online. Any parent’s worst 
nightmare is their children having access to pornographic content. Since pornography is on many 
websites, it is easy for your child to stumble upon them. Pornographic content can come back to haunt 
your child later in their lives and damage their developing personalities. this is why you need to ensure 
that your child doesn’t have access to any pornographic content. 


3. Cyber predators 


Cyber predators have also become rampant over recent years. Cyber predators can stalk your child 
online and take advantage of their innocence. These cyber predators are dangerous because when they 
strike, they can cause severe damage to their victims. 





What can parents do? 


Parents have the duty to keep their children safe online. That’s the only way they can avoid the above- 
mentioned online dangers. 


e Parents can use parental apps to keep track of what their children are doing online, from the 
websites they are visiting to the kind of content they are accessing. There are plenty of parental 
control apps you can install on your child’s mobile device. Through the app, you can block all 


sites with pornographic content so that your child won’t access them. You will also block these 
sites where your child is more likely to get cyberbullied. 

Parents can have discussions with their kids about who they interact with online and how. You 
can also encourage them to tell you or any trusted adult immediately they experience these 
online dangers. 

Parents can also teach their children how to be safe online. Online safe habits such as not 
sharing confidential information such as home addresses or full names can go a long way in 
protecting your child online. 


